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WELCOME TO 

OUR CHURCH 

COMMUNITY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If this is your first newsletter, welcome … if you have any questions about the church family, the Christian 

faith, or about our children’s work, please do not hesitate to call Matthew the Rector on 01787 310 845.  

This notice sheet covers the next week and combines: 

 Notices 

 The church diary (including livestream & Zoom joining instructions) 

 Prayers and readings for the morning service on Sunday 12th March 2023 

Congratulations  
To all our candidates who were confirmed or baptised by Bishop Martin 

last weekend. If this has promoted you to explore confirmation or 

baptism it is not too late – please get in contact with our Priests Judith, 

Henry or Matthew to find out more.   

 

Lent Course – Mountain Tops 
Even if you could not make the first session, you are welcome to join us this 

week for the next mountain top experience. Please contact Malcolm on 

01787 315 689 or malcolmhofford@gmail.com if you are interested in 

attending, or simply join on Wednesday at 7.30pm using this Zoom link 

(Meeting ID: 897 2136 2978, Passcode: 941038).  

The 4 o’clock Community 
Will be meeting at 4.00pm this Sunday at Frithy Wood, Lawshall; as well as looking for signs of new life, we 

have a really interesting insight into why Jesus talked about green wood – can you think of the reference?  

 

 

 

 

 

about:blank
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Rock Choir Fundraising Concert 
On Friday, 24th March at 7.30pm, over 120 singers from Rock Choir will be 
raising the roof of our lovely church at a special fundraiser performance in 
aid of the window renovations. Music to tap your toes to through the 
decades from the 1960’s up to present time. Tickets:  £10 from Budgens or 
Breakout in Long Melford (cash only) & on the door (card reader/cash). Wine 
& refreshments will be available during the interval. Further details please 
call Judi Moss on 07748 038074 

Posy Preparation 
On Mothering Sunday / Mothers’ Day we remember all mothers, past and present, 

physical and spiritual. Each year we try to honour mothers by handing out posies, 

and indeed we often have some left to bless friends and neighbours with – a simple 

and effective form of outreach. If you would like to join Rev Judith for a fun session 

preparing the posies Saturday 18 March at 2.30 at 98 Melford Road please contact 

judithrev3@gmail.com or 01787 315689.  

Shimpling Spring Market 
Will take place this year on Saturday 18th March, between 10-1pm at Shimpling 

Village Hall, join us for plants, produce, craft, cake & refreshment stalls.  To 

enter your homemade marmalade please bring your entry clearly marked with 

your name and type of marmalade along ready for tasting and judging at 

12.00pm.  

The winner will receive the coveted Alpheton and Shimpling Marmalade Cup! 

There is no entry fee, but we would appreciate the donation of a second jar for us to sell – thank you! Any 

questions, call Charlotte Blyth on 01284 828544 or Liz Brunwin on 01284 828122  

Some Thankyou’s 
Many thanks to the shop team who have started up their duties this week 

welcoming visitors – and what a chilly week to start! Also thankyou to those 

who cleared the HT Tower Room for which we have numerous plans if we can 

keep it tidy (in many churches ‘Tower Room’ is a euphemism for ‘dumping 

ground’!)  Many thanks too to those supporting this week’s Lent Lunch which 

was again well attended. We still need a cook for one week – is anyone able to 

prepare us some vegetable soup for about 20 people? Please contact Graham 

on 07974 515 117. Lastly, thankyou to those who helped clear Alpheton graveyard last week – and to Liz 

who brought the coffee! Thankyou too to Malcolm for his excellent Lent Course – it is not too late to join 

(see diary section for Zoom instructions).  

6.30pm service 2nd April 2023 
Instead of Evensong, we will have a service of devotion for congregation and choir based on St John's passion 

narrative. This service called The Cross of Christ is a really lovely service of readings, hymns and anthems 

used in cathedrals and churches since 1950. It has been a blessing to generations of church-goers during 

Passiontide ever since. 
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Easter Lilies 
Please see the flyer on the back page for Easter Lilies at Holy Trinity.  
 

Coffee at the end of the 10.30am Service 
It is really good to see so many people stopping for coffee and a chat after our 

morning service.  However the number of good souls who actually make the coffee 

is rather small and like everyone they have family commitments and increasingly this 

winter, all sorts of health issues. If you feel you might be able to help, even just now 

and again, Denise would be delighted to hear from you – 07546 442946. 

Sad news  
It is with great sadness that we report the sudden and unexpected death of Bill Haldane. Bill went to Bangor 

University where he met Jo and afterwards worked for Gestetner who made copy machines, first in their 

Enfield head office, then in their registered office in Bermuda and finally in Scotland where they made the 

special paper for their machines. He was a keen sailor and gardener, growing his own vegetables and raising 

orchids.  He was president of the East Anglian Orchid Society and a founder member of Melford in Bloom. He 

and Jo moved to Melford in 2012 and was quickly involved with Holy Trinity where he held various posts 

from sideman to churchwarden. He will be greatly missed by Jo and all of us. His funeral will be at HTLM at 

2:00pm on Friday 31st March. 

Don’t miss — St Mark’s Gospel LIVE 
Wednesday 15 March, 7pm, Bures Parish Church. 
A dramatised recital by Gerald Osborne with Colin Heber-Percy. Gerald Osborne spent three years 

memorising the whole of Mark's Gospel. He and Colin Heber-Percy now present a dramatised version all over 

the country. They have performed in Salisbury Cathedral, Bath Abbey, the Edinburgh Festival and are now 

bringing this spectacle to Bures. There will be a half-way interval with tea or coffee, wine and nibbles. All 

welcome — bring friends — it would be helpful if you would let us know if you're coming by reply. 

Email Rev Daniel Whiffin:    vicar@parishchurch.co.uk 

SHAPE 
Wednesdays starting 10 May 2023, 7.00pm - 8.30pm, By Zoom 
This online six-session course will look at our God-given gifts and skills, 
talents and experience and discover how God may be calling you into 
different forms of ministry.  Your SHAPE for God’s Service aims to enable 
church members to understand the unique SHAPE God has made them, 
the gifts he has given them and how he might want to use 
them. Hopefully this will enable participants to live and serve with more 
joy, satisfaction and fruitfulness. The core topics look at your: Spiritual Gifts, Heart’s Desire, Abilities, 
Personality and Experience. To book the course visithttps://2023_SHAPE.eventbrite.co.uk. For more 
information please contact Stuart Batten at the diocesan offices: stuart.batten@cofesuffolk.co.uk.  
 

about:blank
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Advance Warning 
Holy Trinity church is recognised as a national treasure and it is incumbent on 

us to look after it for future generations to enjoy. Accordingly please be aware 

that it is likely that urgent restoration work will take place on the upper 

clerestory windows in Holy Trinity this year, and there is no avoiding the 

requirement to erect some scaffolding for these works. Considerable thought 

has gone into how to minimise the disruption, and indeed to turn a potential 

negative into a positive. More information will be forthcoming in due course.  

Suggestions for Prayer 
 We pray for a peaceful end to the war in Ukraine and that hostilities will not escalate further.   

 We remember before God those who have recently died and those who mourn. We especially 

remember the family and friends of Gillian Cerri, Gwen Clephane, Bill Haldane, Michael Jordon, Diane 

Ollett, & Charles Pugh.  

 We pray for those who are in need of God’s healing in body or spirit, including Ronia Deeks.  

 We ask God to walk closely with us each day, and give us the strength we need.  

 We pray for the many people burdened by the stress of life and the relentlessness of challenge after 

challenge. May we know Christ’s calm in the storm, and have confidence in His presence with us.  
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Diary 

Sun 12th    10.30am Holy Communion at Holy Trinity with live Stream * 

 4.00pm  Wild Church at Frithy Wood Lawshall  

Mon 13th 9.00am Connect Baby & Toddler group at St Catherine’s  

Tues 14th     9.00am Morning Prayer via zoom # 

 7.30pm A&S PCC  

Wed 15th  7.00pm Bell Practice at Holy Trinity 

 7.30pm Lent Course (online – see below) 

Thurs 16th     12.00pm Funeral at Holy Trinity – Gillian Cerri 

 7.00pm Choir Practice at Holy Trinity 

Fri 17th 12.00pm Funeral at W Suffolk Crematorium – Michael Jordan 

 12.30pm Lent Lunch at St Catherine’s 

 4.00pm Wedding Rehearsal at Holy Trinity – Richard & Harriet 

 7.30pm Fusion Youth Group, St Catherine’s (please monitor Facebook Page) 

Sat 18th 10.00am Shimpling Spring Market 

 1.00pm Wedding at Holy Trinity – Richard & Harriet 

Sun 19th    9.00am Shimpling Morning Communion 

 10.30am Mothering Sunday Communion, Holy Trinity with live Stream * 
   

* Livestream Joining Instructions 

 Google the five words “Holy Trinity Long Melford Facebook”. 

 Click on the top link (or simply click here) to open the church’s Facebook page and scroll down a bit.  

 Please note that you do not need a Facebook account yourself in order to watch the livestream.  

# Morning Prayer  
Zoom Meeting ID: 810 2345 2032, Password: 283350, or click this link. 
 

 Lent course Zoom Link 
Zoom Meeting ID: 897 2136 2978, Passcode: 941038, or click this link.  

 

Dates for your Diary Include … 
Sat 18th March  10.00am – 1.00pm  Shimpling Spring Market in the Village Hall 

Sun 19th March 9.00am & 10.30am  Mothering Sunday (Shimpling and Melford services) 

Fri 24th March  7.30pm   Rock Choir Fundraiser at Holy Trinity 

Sun 2nd April  9am, 10.30am, 4pm Palm Sunday including 4pm Messy Church at Lawshall 

Thurs 6th April  TBC   Maundy Thursday evening service at Holy Trinity 

Fri 7th April  2.00pm   Good Friday Reflective Service at Holy Trinity 

Sun 9th April   10.30am  Easter Day Celebration and Communion 

about:blank
about:blank
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Collect (prayer for the day)  
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not into glory  

before he was crucified: mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other  

than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.     Amen 

Reading                                    Romans 5:1-11     
 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast 

in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that 

suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not put 

us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been 

given to us. 
6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will 

anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God 

demonstrates his own love for us in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through 

him! 10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how 

much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 11 Not only is this so, but we also 

boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

 

Gospel Reading                                                      John 4:5-42  
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John                              Glory to you, O Lord 

So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son 

Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was 

about noon. 
7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, ‘Will you give me a drink?’ 8 (His disciples 

had gone into the town to buy food.) 
9 The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a 

drink?’ (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) 
10 Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have 

asked him and he would have given you living water.’ 
11 ‘Sir,’ the woman said, ‘you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living 

water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also 

his sons and his livestock?’ 
13 Jesus answered, ‘Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks the water I 

give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up 

to eternal life.’ 
15 The woman said to him, ‘Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here 

to draw water.’ 
16 He told her, ‘Go, call your husband and come back.’ 
17 ‘I have no husband,’ she replied. 
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Jesus said to her, ‘You are right when you say you have no husband. 18 The fact is, you have had five 

husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.’ 
19 ‘Sir,’ the woman said, ‘I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshipped on this mountain, but 

you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.’ 
21 ‘Woman,’ Jesus replied, ‘believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this 

mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, 

for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshippers will 

worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshippers the Father seeks. 24 God is 

spirit, and his worshippers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.’ 
25 The woman said, ‘I know that Messiah’ (called Christ) ‘is coming. When he comes, he will explain 

everything to us.’ 
26 Then Jesus declared, ‘I, the one speaking to you – I am he.’ 
27 Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one asked, 

‘What do you want?’ or ‘Why are you talking with her?’ 
28 Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, 29 ‘Come, see a man 

who told me everything I’ve ever done. Could this be the Messiah?’ 30 They came out of the town and made 

their way towards him. 
39 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, ‘He told me 

everything I’ve ever done.’ 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and 

he stayed two days. 41 And because of his words many more became believers. 
42 They said to the woman, ‘We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for 

ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Saviour of the world.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord                                                     Praise to You O Christ 
(Bible readings courtesy of Bible Gateway New International Version - UK (NIVUK)) 

Post Communion Prayer 
Merciful Lord, grant your people grace to withstand the temptations of the world, the flesh and the devil, 
and with pure hearts and minds to follow you, the only God; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen 
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Easter Sunday this year will be on 9
th

 April. There will be a 

lily display in remembrance of loves ones, with names 

remembered listed in the porch as part of our Easter 

Celebrations. There is a suggested minimum donation of 

£5.00. Orders can be taken until noon, Friday 31
st

 March.  

We usually have a marvellous response to the Easter 

Memorial Lilies so look forward to hearing from you. Please 

use the form below and write the names clearly in capitals 

of those whom you wish to remember. 

…………………………………………………………………… 

Easter Lilies 2023 

 

I would like to purchase lilies at £5.00 each in memory of:- 

 

1. …………………………………………….……. ……….. 

 

2. ………………………………………………….. ……….. 

 

3. …………………………………………………………….. 

 

4. ……………………………………………………………… 

 

  Total    £  

Signed…………………………………… 

 

Tel. No…………………………………… 

 

Address………………………………………………………………. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………. 
 

You may pay by cheque payable to Long Melford PCC or 

placed clearly marked in an envelope in the church 

donation box. Alternatively please email the names to 

chadbrookoffice@gmail.com 

 

Easter Memorial 

Lilies 
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