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If this is your first newsletter, welcome! If you have any questions about the church family, the Christian 

faith, or about our children’s work, please do not hesitate to get in touch. This notice sheet covers the next 

two weeks and combines: 

● Notices 

● The church diary (including livestream & Zoom joining instructions),  

● Prayers and readings for the morning services on Sunday 19th & 26th October 2025. 

 

Tree Roots - A reflection  
Sometimes we need to press pause! This is certainly true for me after a couple of busy weeks … what with 

Alpha Starting (it was great - please keep praying!), many funerals - all of which are a privilege to be involved 

with, discipleship groups, wedding enquiries, pastoral visits, and the like. For me the spiritual ‘pause’ came 

when someone read out Psalm 1 - so I thought I would share it. I was reminded of the need to find my 

strength though being rooted in God in these uncertain times. The Psalms were written over many 100’s of 

years by different authors, but when they were compiled into one volume, they clearly decided this was 

the best way to start - and perhaps Psalm 1 summarises all of the Psalms. May you be blessed. Revd Lawson 

 

Blessed is the one 

    who does not walk in step with the wicked 

or stand in the way that sinners take 

    or sit in the company of mockers, 
2 but whose delight is in the law of the LORD, 

    and who meditates on his law day and night. 
3 That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, 

    which yields its fruit in season 

and whose leaf does not wither – 

    whatever they do prospers. 

4 Not so the wicked! 

    They are like chaff 

    that the wind blows away. 
5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 

    nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 

6 For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, 

    but the way of the wicked leads to destruction. 

 

WELCOME TO 

OUR CHURCH 

COMMUNITY 
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4 o’clock Community services and events in October / November include: 
Sun     19th          4.00pm Messy Church – Melford School 

Sun 26th          4.00pm Shine Informal Worship at Holy Trinity 

Fri 31st           4.00-9.00pm tbc ‘Light Gazebo’ at Cordell Place, Melford (see flyer) 

Sun  2nd Nov         4.00pm    Family Service in Lawshall 

Sun 16th           4.00pm Pub Social at Nethergate, Melford 

Sun  23rd           4.00pm Shine Informal Worship at Holy Trinity  
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Halloween - No Tricks Just Treats! 
All Hallows Eve, often known as Halloween, is commemorated in a number of ways. It is a time of year when 
we remember and celebrate the lives and faith of those who have gone before us. We will be doing this at 
our All Souls Evensong at 6.30pm on the 2nd November (see flyer overleaf for name to commemorate). 

It is also a time of dressing up and playing ‘trick or treat’ and the like. Without wanting to write an essay … 
on the one hand I don’t want to be an annoying kill joy and I remember happily dressing up and getting lots 
of sweets at Halloween when I was a child(!), but I also feel that Halloween risks watering down the reality 
of evil … and its ultimate defeat! Likewise, I think some parents feel a bit uncomfortable with all the 
ghoulishness.  

Therefore, this year the 4 o’clock community are offering a community light Gazebo on Cordell Place in Long 
Melford where we simply offer treats! We want to create a welcoming environment for any ‘trick or treaters’ 
to visit and have a break as they walk around the village. Please come and join us for a hot chocolate, hot 
dog, or craft.  
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Holy Trinity Organ Fund 
You can help increase Holy Trinity Church Long Melford Organ Fund ’s entries into easyfundraising’s 

giveaway to win 1 of 5 £200 donations – every new supporter who joins is an entry! Sign up before 

midnight 19th October, it’ll only take two minutes: 

https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/holytrinitych/U678NE/c2s/J1YccjD6/CE942/facebook/ 

Parish Giving Scheme – An Update 
With huge thanks to the many who have signed up to the Parish Giving Scheme which is efficient in terms 
of gift aid and work for our treasurers … please be aware that they are updating their website which will be 
back online on Thursday 30th October 2025.   

Suggestions for prayer include: 
• We pray for world leaders that they would remain humble, seek peace, and be open to the Spirit of God.  

• We remember before God those who have recently died including Frances (Brenda) Angel, Jean Kerby, 

Tony Jones-Lloyd, Paul Stoddart and we pray for those friends & family who mourn. 

• We pray for the Alpha course that those attending would that God loves them and has a good plan for 

their life … and that the church would nurture their faith effectively.  

• We pray for those in need of God’s presence or his healing touch including Barbara Brady, Anne Bush, 

David Bremer, Elizabeth Clarke, Phillip Cole, Robert Hawkins, William Hawkins, Judith Mills, baby 

Munroe, and Mary Tuffen.  

Dates for your Diary include: 
Sat 8th Nov 3.00pm The Kirbye Voices - A Remembrance Themed Concert at Holy Trinity 
Sat 15th TBC  Sudbury Choral Society Concert at Holy Trinity  

https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/holytrinitych/U678NE/c2s/J1YccjD6/CE942/facebook/
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Diary 

Sun 19th     9.00am Communion at Shimpling  

10.30am Family Communion at Holy Trinity * 

4.00pm Messy Church at Melford School  

Mon 20th      9.30am Connect toddler & baby group at St Catherine’s 

 7.30pm Lawshall Homegroup 

Tues 21st       9.00am  Morning Prayer # 

Wed 22nd     7.30pm Alpha course at The Bull, Melford   

Thurs 23rd       6.00pm Children’s Choir Rehearsal 

7.00pm Choir Practice  

Fri 24th 2.30pm Tony Jones-Lloyd funeral at Holy Trinity 

 7.30pm Fusion Plus 

Sun 26th           10.30am  Communion at Holy Trinity * 

 4.00pm  Shine Informal Worship at Holy Trinity 

 6.30pm Communion at Lawshall 

Tues 28th             9.00am  Morning Prayer # 

7.30pm Alpheton Homegroup 

Wed 29th       7.30pm Alpha course at The Bull, Melford   

Thurs 30th       6.00pm Children’s Choir Rehearsal 

7.00pm Choir Practice  

Fri 31st   4.30pm Light Gazebo on Cordell Place 

Sun 2nd Nov  9.00am Communion at Alpheton  

10.30am Family Communion at Holy Trinity * 

4.00pm Family Communion at Lawshall 

6.30pm All Souls Evensong at Holy Trinity * 
 

* Livestream Joining Instructions 
● Google the five words “Holy Trinity Long Melford Facebook” or click here to open the church’s 

Facebook page (scroll down a bit to see the feed).  

● Please note that you do not need a Facebook account yourself in order to watch the livestream.    
    

# Morning Prayer      Zoom Meeting ID: 816 5338 9796, Passcode: 289895, or click here. 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/p/Holy-Trinity-Church-Long-Melford-100064842365276/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81653389796?pwd=iKO0W99lGSrTVyUxOzgugIRbnkofmx.1#success
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Readings for the 19th October –Trinity 18 

Collect (prayer for the day)  
Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us your gift of faith that, forsaking what lies behind and reaching 

out to that which is before, we may run the way of your commandments and win the crown of everlasting 

joy; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  Amen 

First Reading                                                                2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those 

from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to 

make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 

teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be thoroughly 

equipped for every good work. 

4 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his 

appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 2 preach the word; be prepared in season and out of 

season; correct, rebuke and encourage – with great patience and careful instruction. 3 For the time will come 

when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather round 

them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away 

from the truth and turn aside to myths. 5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the 

work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry. 

This is the word of the Lord                            Thanks be to God 

Old Testament Reading         Jeremiah 31:27-34 
‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will plant the kingdoms of Israel and Judah with the 
offspring of people and of animals. 28 Just as I watched over them to uproot and tear down, and to 
overthrow, destroy and bring disaster, so I will watch over them to build and to plant,’ declares 
the LORD. 29 ‘In those days people will no longer say, 
“The parents have eaten sour grapes, 
    and the children’s teeth are set on edge.” 
30 Instead, everyone will die for their own sin; whoever eats sour grapes – their own teeth will be set on 
edge. 
31 ‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, 
    ‘when I will make a new covenant 
with the people of Israel 
    and with the people of Judah. 
32 It will not be like the covenant 
    I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand 
    to lead them out of Egypt, 
because they broke my covenant, 
    though I was a husband to them,’ 
declares the LORD. 
33 ‘This is the covenant that I will make with the people of Israel 
    after that time,’ declares the LORD. 
‘I will put my law in their minds 
    and write it on their hearts. 
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I will be their God, 
    and they will be my people. 
34 No longer will they teach their neighbour, 
    or say to one another, “Know the LORD,” 
because they will all know me, 
    from the least of them to the greatest,’ 
declares the LORD. 
‘For I will forgive their wickedness 
    and will remember their sins no more.’ 

Gospel Reading                                                                           Luke 18:1-8 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke                                           Glory to you, O Lord   

Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. 2 He 

said: ‘In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared what people thought. 3 And 

there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, “Grant me justice against my 

adversary.” 
4 ‘For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, “Even though I don’t fear God or care what people 

think, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t 

eventually come and attack me!”’ 
6 And the Lord said, ‘Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God bring about justice for his chosen 

ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8 I tell you, he will see that they get 

justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?’  

This is the Gospel of the Lord                                                     Praise to You O Christ 
(Bible readings courtesy of Bible Gateway New International Version - UK (NIVUK)) 

 

Post Communion Prayer 
We praise and thank you, O Christ, for this sacred feast: for here we receive you, here the memory of your 
passion is renewed, here our minds are filled with grace, and here a pledge of future glory is given, when 
we shall feast at that table where you reign with all your saints for ever.    Amen 
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Readings for the 26th October - Trinity 19 
 

Collect (prayer for the day)  
O God, forasmuch as without you we are not able to please you; mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may 

in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.     Amen  

First Reading                     2 Timothy 4:6-8 
For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for my departure is near. 7 I have 

fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Now there is in store for me the 

crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day – and not only 

to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing. 

At my first defence, no one came to my support, but everyone deserted me. May it not be held against 

them. 17 But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, so that through me the message might be fully 

proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. And I was delivered from the lion’s mouth.  18 The Lord will 

rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever 

and ever. Amen. 

This is the word of the Lord                            Thanks be to God 

Old Testament Reading                             Joel 2:23-32 
Be glad, people of Zion, 

    rejoice in the Lord your God, 

for he has given you the autumn rains 

    because he is faithful. 

He sends you abundant showers, 

    both autumn and spring rains, as before. 
24 The threshing-floors will be filled with grain; 

    the vats will overflow with new wine and oil. 
25 ‘I will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten – 

    the great locust and the young locust, 

    the other locusts and the locust swarm – 

my great army that I sent among you. 
26 You will have plenty to eat, until you are full, 

    and you will praise the name of the Lord your God, 

    who has worked wonders for you; 

never again will my people be shamed. 
27 Then you will know that I am in Israel, 

    that I am the Lord your God, 

    and that there is no other; 

never again will my people be shamed. 
28 ‘And afterwards, 

    I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 

Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 

    your old men will dream dreams, 

    your young men will see visions. 
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29 Even on my servants, both men and women, 

    I will pour out my Spirit in those days. 
30 I will show wonders in the heavens 

    and on the earth, 

    blood and fire and billows of smoke. 
31 The sun will be turned to darkness 

    and the moon to blood 

    before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord. 
32 And everyone who calls 

    on the name of the Lord will be saved; 

for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem 

    there will be deliverance, 

    as the Lord has said, 

even among the survivors 

    whom the Lord calls. 

  

Gospel Reading                                        Luke 18:9-14 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke                                              Glory to you, O Lord 

To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone else, Jesus told this 

parable: 10 ‘Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The 

Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: “God, I thank you that I am not like other people – robbers, evildoers, 

adulterers – or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.” 
13 ‘But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and 

said, “God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” 
14 ‘I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who exalt 

themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord                                                     Praise to You O Christ 
(Bible readings courtesy of Bible Gateway New International Version - UK (NIVUK)) 

Post Communion Prayer 
Holy and blessed God, you have fed us with the body and blood of your Son and filled us with your Holy 
Spirit: may we honour you, not only with our lips but in lives dedicated to the service of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


